Patients, methods, and results
We prospectively assessed all new patients referred to this paediatric surgical unit for a penile problem (excluding hypospadias) over six months and recorded the reasons for referral, symptoms, and referral diagnosis. Of the 464 new patients seen, 69 were referred for a penile problem (median age 4-2 years (range 2 months-14 3 years)).
Thirty four children were referred with a request for circumcision, 27 for advice only, and eight for a second opinion. The commonest referral diagnoses were tight foreskin (26 cases), phimosis (25), and balanitis (9) (table). The nine other children were referred with unscarred retractile foreskin (6), unscarred nonretractile foreskin (2), and a long redundant foreskin that was ventrally deficient (1). The main symptoms on referral were balanitis (25), tight foreskin (19), ballooning on micturition (10), and recurrent balanitis (6). Five patients were referred with other symptoms: insufficient foreskin (1), redundant foreskin (1), mild dorsal hood (1), preputial adhesion (1), and inspissated smegma (1). Two were referred for religious and one for non-religious circumcision. For one child, who was asymptomatic, the referral letter simply read, "Please see this boy regarding his foreskin."
Our findings on examination were that 29 of the children referred had a healthy retractile foreskin and 30 had a healthy non-retractile foreskin (table) . Most of those in the second group were aged under 6. Nine children were found to have a phimosis.
Fourteen children were listed for circumcision, nine because of phimosis, one because the long redundant foreskin caused urinary dribbling, and two for religious reasons. The other two children had an unscarred non-retractile foreskin but were listed for circumcision because of their ages (10-8 and 14 4 Referral diagnosis and finding on examination for boys referred to paediatric surgical unit A course of four demonstrations on sick-room and convalescent cookery for medical students is to be given in the large theatre of the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary on January 7th, 14th, and 21 st, and February 4th, by teachers from the Edinburgh School of Cookery in Atholl Crescent. Tickets for the course only cost 3s. 6d., and it is to be hoped that a large number of students will avail themselves of this opportunity to gain practical
